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immense size, and the bright fed colour in which it
is painted, forms not only the most; conspicuous
feature of Miyajima but it is quite the most notable
landmark in the whole of the Inland Sea.r The Great
Torii besides is such a favourite of the whole nation
and has made such a strong impression on the
imagination of the Japanese artist that after Fuji-
yama it has proved to him a most lasting source of
inspiration and has already been painted and carved,
embroidered and damascened in a hundred different
ways taken at a hundred different angles. By a
strange fatality the only hotel in the place, in which
I had made arrangements to stay, was burnt down
the previous night and I had consequently to live
in a typical Japanese inn with wooden walls and
sliding paper-panelled doors and no particular
furniture to speak of. For a bath I was shown a
small tank filled with hot steaming water in which
the whole household, from the Manager and the
guests to the musume and the messenger-boy, was
privileged to bathe one at a time or all together, just
as it was convenient to each. Mount Misen, at the
foot of which Miyajima lies, rises nearly a thousand
feet high and commands, as the guide-book said, a
splendid bird's-eye view of the Inland Sea. Having
had no occasion since leaving Miyanoshita to go on a
mountain excursion, I thought the ascent of Mount
Misen, besides giving me a good idea of the Inland
Sea, would provide me with a splendid opportunity
of indulging in my favourite exercise of hill-climbing.
So next morning, engaging a guide, I left my inn to